*    POLITICS    *

On the front Opposition bench the most striking
figure is Sir Robert Peel, late Prime Minister, and 'idol
of the Tory party'. Mr, Grant describes him as ca re-
markably good looking man, rather above the usual size
and finely proportioned. He is of a clear complexion, full
round face and red-haired. His usual dress is a green sur-
tout, a light waistcoat and dark trousers. He generally
displays a watch-chain on his breast with a bunch of gold
seals of unusually large dimensions and great splendour.
He can scarcely be called a dandy and yet ... I hardly
know a public man who dresses in better taste.' 'He is
capable of undergoing great physical fatigue. I have
known him remain in the House for three or four suc-
cessive nights till one or two o'clock . . . taking an active
part in the proceedings, and yet be in his office transact-
ing business of the greatest moment by ten o'clock the
following morning.'

Sir Robert Peel's father made an immense fortune in
manufacturing cotton, and the son has inherited his
capacities. He can master 'the minutest circumstance in
a great question' and 'he was never yet known to bungle
any measure from ignorance of business details'. As a
speaker he is the best in the House, in the sense of being
the most effective. He is entirely lacking in the romantic
and imaginative appeal of the great orator; his chief
qualities are 'his self-possession, which scarcely ever for-
sakes him', 'his consummate tact in adapting himself to
the temper and prejudices of the House', and an unfail-
ing supply of sonorous, if platitudinous, phrases. cHe is
always fluent, even in -his most extemporaneous ad-
dresses.' His speeches are interlarded with quotations,
the more impressive for being so familiar. To appreciate
Peel's powers it is necessary to remember his audience.
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